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Mr. William C, Foster DIs5€ -6 |

Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency '
Washington, D, C,

Dear Bill:

I have given consideration to your memorandum of December 3rd
concerning disarmament suggestions which might be taken up with the
USSR, 1 have not had an opportunity to talk to Secretary Rusk since his
recent discussions with Mr, Gromyko and until I do so, it is impossible
for me to make a judgment as to whether the present time is appropriate
to open a dlalogue on disarmament with the new Soviet leaders,

In the absence of specific indications confirming the appropriate-
ress of disarmament discussions at the present time, I would conclude
from our observations of the current activities of the new Soviet leaders
that they would, if anything, be premature. We obsarve that the
isadership is heavily involved with internal organisational problems, in
discussions with the Eastern European satellites, and in meeting the
problems caused by the disarray in the international Communist
movement, 1 believe their precccupation with these and other equally
important matters forecloses thelr serious consideration of disarmament
problems at this time and hence a dialogue would result in indications
irom us &8 to our position, but no response from them.

I observe that there are differences of opinion within the
govearament on aome of the proposed subjects outlined in your paper,
and it seems logical to me that agreed positions be forged before dis-
casions with the other side are commenced.

For these reasons I suggest that no action be taken along the lines
suggested in your Memorandum to the Principalas until after Secretaries
Rusk and McNamara have returned from Europe and we have had an
apportunity for protracted discussion on each of the points proposed in
your memorandum,

Sincerely,
[(8igned)y i g
John A. McCone |
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23 November 1964

Damy Bili:

With reapect to your i4 October memorandum conceraing
an approach to India ou the probles: »f suclear weapans, I have
grave doubls as to the feasibility of this approach st this tirme.

I believe that auclear prolifecation is one of the most
serious problems which confroats the world today. However, 1
da not think that the problerm: can ba solved in o sstisfactory
manaer through bilateral srrangements betweaan the Usnited Statne
and sny specific country.

Therefore, it seems to ine that the problem: of Indian
development of a aueleas weapons capability nwust be considerad
a8 part of the aver~all proliferation problem.

The Presidsat has recently appointed a senior Advisery
Committee headed by Mz, Roswell Gilpatric to make reconamen
dations ta Mre on this very important subject, My suggestion is
that the 14 Novamber paper be deferred pending the rsceipt of the
Gilpatric Commdttee's view. It s very possible that the prablem
si Indian suclear weapsns may find ite sclution in the context »f
this broadar issue.

Binceraly,
/sf JOHN
Joha A, Melone
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